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Published in 1939-1940, this is a timeless collection of Biblical analysis, exposition, and truths with a unique blend of literary creativity. The metaphor of a water well perfectly describes the depth of thought and spiritual clarity.

This commentary began from the author's sermon notes and was published in 14 volumes.

Dr. Robert Edward Neighbour worked extensively with Southern Baptist missions and pastored a number of churches, including the First Baptist Church of Atlanta, GA. While there, he started the Baptist Bible Union and left the Southern Baptist denomination behind. After a number of years at the helm of the BBU, he left and continued his work as an evangelist and missionary until his death in 1945.
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Verses 1-17
A Story of Redemption 
Ezekiel 16:1-17 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We want to bring before you the natural inheritance of all men; that is, we want to discuss what we were by nature, before grace found us. 

1. We were sinners by nature. "In sin did my mother conceive me," is still true. Indeed, the words describe every son born of the Adamic race. By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin. There is no use to cavil about it. All are sinners by nature. The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked: who can know it? "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing." 

2. We were children of wrath. This is true for the simple reason that "The wrath of God is revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men." Dare any of us think that we shall escape the judgment of God? If all have sinned, then all are under wrath, and there is no difference. 

3. We were sons of disobedience. We are not only sinners by nature, but we are sinners by act. We have turned every one to his own way. We have together become unprofitable. There is none righteous, no, not one. There is not a righteous man upon the earth that doeth good and sinneth not. 

4. We are guilty before God and without excuse. Men may be ever seeking to excuse their sin; but they are, in fact, inexcusable. They may seek to hide themselves away from God, but that is sheer folly, God has said, "That every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God." 

5. We were under condemnation. Over the head of every sinner stands the fiat of God, "Condemned already." Men need not wait until the Great White Throne judgment to discover whether they are condemned they are now under condemnation. The handwriting on the wall, "Weighed and found wanting," is already there. 

6. We were serving divers lusts. In the times past we walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air. We lived fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind. We were living in pleasure. We were given over to vile affections. 

7. We were without hope, and without God in the world. Behind us was our life of sin, and before us was death, hell, and the judgment. We were strangers to the Covenant of promise; we were aliens from the commonwealth of Israel. 

We had no part and no lot in Christ. We were like some ship lost at sea, with no port in sight, no rescue boat at hand. To us was reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 

All this we were, and much more, in the day that God found us in our sin, and spoke unto us in words of love and redemption. 

I. THE HELPLESSNESS OF THE SINNER (Ezekiel 16:4-5 ) 
1. No eye pitied us. Think of it. In the day when we were born there was no one to wash our sins away to change our nature and make it holy and sinless. Our dearest friends, our parents in the flesh, were all helpless to do this for us. This picture drawn by the Spirit is a striking one. 

Every babe is carefully cared for in all those natural rites that belong to them. The babe itself is helpless to do any of these natural, and yet necessary, things for its health and comfort, but almost without exception it is done, to the best of their ability, by those who love and care for babes. 

However, in the spiritual realm, the whole world, in its wisdom and care, stands helpless to give spiritual washings or aid of any kind. They leave their babes cast out into the open field in their blood and sinful shame. Thus the words, "Thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all," stand forth before us in unmistakable meaning. 

2. Thou wast cast out to the loathing of thy person. Just so. The open field suggests the great throbbing world into which a babe sooner or later finds itself cast upon its own. What a world it is! It is so unsympathetic, so helpless to assist, so hardened in its heart, and so warped in its vision of eternal realities and spiritualities. 

There is where babes are cast to the loathing of their persons. How early does the sin of the heart begin to show itself! Even our dearest friends see in us the seeds of death. "Sin and decay in all around I see" is true in us as well as in the rest of the world of men. 

3. None did any of these things for us. There is not in all the world enough righteousness to clothe one poor lost sinner and make him fit for Heaven. Their robes are soiled by sin. There is not enough wisdom in all the world to do these necessary spiritual things for the sinner. 

II. I PASSED BY THEE! I SAW THEE! I SAID, LIVE! (Ezekiel 16:6 ) 
1. I passed by thee. Thank God that He did not place man in this lone world to spin out and on into space, neglected and forgotten. Nay, He passed by. In order to pass by, He had to come to where we were, and this He did. Indeed, Christ was made flesh and dwelt among us. He came forth from the Father, and came into this world. 

2. I saw thee. Here is another word of meaning. He saw us in our blood. He saw us cast out to the loathing of our person. He saw us in our need. With what kind of eye did He look at us when we were yet in our sins? It was a look of compassion, of pity, of mercy, and of love. 

What did He see? He saw our helplessness, our shame, our lost estate. He saw that there was no one to help. He saw, and immediately He set Himself to work out our deliverance, and to meet our need. 

3. I said, LIVE. Here is the core of the matter. The Lord spoke a word of life. He found us dead in trespasses and sins, and He said, Live. He found us without life, and He gave us His life. Hallelujah! The sinner is not left to fit his old life into a new walk. The flesh, in its sinful nature, could not live a life Divine. 

God knew that the only hope of the sinner was a new begetting a new life. Therefore He said, Live. How empty is a Christian experience apart from regeneration! To attempt to live a Christian life apart from this is altogether vain. "Ye must be born again." 

III. I THROUGHLY WASHED THEE (Ezekiel 16:9 ) 
1.Ezekiel 16:8

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Ezekiel+16:8&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Ezekiel 16:8 says, "I * * entered into a covenant with thee." Here is one of the blessed truths of salvation, tucked away in Ezekiel 16:1-63 . This covenant signifies that God undertakes in behalf of those whom He saves. He gives them His promise that He will see them through. In Ephesians it reads this way, "In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the Word of Truth * *: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the Earnest of our inheritance." 

2.Ezekiel 16:8

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Ezekiel+16:8&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Ezekiel 16:8 also says, "Thou becamest mine." We are His; He is ours. Here is a union unbreakable. He calls us His own, His jewels, His inheritance, His joy. In First Corinthians it runs like this: "Know ye not that * * ye are not your own? for ye are bought with a price." All things are indeed ours. The ministry is ours, things present are ours, things to come are ours, Christ is ours all is ours excepting ourselves, and we are God's. 

3.Ezekiel 16:9

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Ezekiel+16:9&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Ezekiel 16:9 says, "Then washed I thee with water; yea, I throughly washed * * thee." Saints wear a robe washed in the Blood of the Lamb. We are made white, and are without spot or blemish or any such thing. This is true by His grace. There is, also, another truth. We are saved and then washed from our old blood. We are saved and delivered from the old way and walk. Our new man is created in righteousness and true holiness; our old man is now to be put off; he is to be reckoned dead, he is no longer to rule and reign in our lives. 

Hearken! He who saved us, and washed us, wants us to keep ourselves clean. He says, "Little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous." 

When Lazarus came out of the grave, Christ said, "Loose him, and let him go." The Lord wants us to be freed from the old graveclothes. Let us therefore get this twofold message: first, we have His washing through His Blood, His imputed righteousness; then we have His deliverance from the dominion and power of sin, lest we quickly stain our raiment. 

IV. I ANOINTED THEE WITH OIL (Ezekiel 16:9 , l.c.) 
That the oil signifies the Holy Spirit, all Bible interpreters agree. 

1. We are begotten by the Spirit. We are familiar with the Scripture, "That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." We read of how the Holy Spirit came upon Mary, and the power of the Highest overshadowed her, therefore that Holy Thing which was born of her was called the Son of God. A similar word may be said of us: the Holy Spirit came upon us, and God's power overshadowed us, and the new life begotten within us, acclaims us a son of God. Yes, we are the children of God because we are begotten of God. 

2. We are indwelt by the Spirit. The Spirit which gave us birth enters in to dwell with us. "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." 

Again it is written, "What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is in you * *?" Because we are sons, God hath sent forth His Spirit to dwell in us. 

The indwelling Spirit is the key to every advancement in Christian living. He is our Teacher, our Guide, our Helper. He walks at our side; He fills us with the fruit of the Spirit, which is love, joy, peace, etc. 

3. We are anointed with the Spirit. In Christ's final messages, He told the eleven to tarry in Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high. 

This promise was fulfilled at Pentecost, when they were all filled with the Spirit. Peter gave the promise of the Spirit unto the converts at Pentecost, and to all that were afar off, even to as many as the Lord our God should call. 

The truth is that saints are commanded not to be drunk with wine, wherein is riot, but to be filled with the Spirit. All believers have the indwelling of the Spirt, but only yielded believers, who have received the Spirit by faith, have the infilling of the Spirit. Let every one who takes up this study ask himself this solemn question: Have I that filling of the Spirit that anointing from God? It is thus alone that we may be prepared to serve. 

V. I CLOTHED THEE (Ezekiel 16:10-13 ) 
1. He clothes us with His own righteousness. The lovely robes of our verses speak of those Divine attributes which are His, and which He puts unto us. 

First, therefore, we suggest that the robes which He puts upon us stand for His own righteousness. This is ours by faith in Christ. 

2. He clothes us with all those virtues which are the beauties of His own holiness. He puts His character on us. His love, joy, peace, goodness, long-suffering, patience, and all the things which are pure, and holy, and good, He places on us. 

The result is that we are arrayed in beauty, because, as Ezekiel 16:14 says, "Thy beauty * * it was perfect through My comeliness, which I had put upon, thee, saith the Lord God." 

3. What was the result of our being clothed with His comeliness? Here it is, "And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty." Herein is a holy truth. We, as Christians, are nothing within ourselves. We neither parade our own glory, nor do we tell of our own greatness. The new man finds the Lord his "All in all." We are robed with His peace, for He said, "My peace I give unto you." We have His joy, for He said, "That My joy might remain in you." His love is our love, because it is written, "The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us." 

Where is boasting then? It is excluded, because, by the grace of God we are what we are. We have nothing except it be given us of God. 

VI. I FED THEE (Ezekiel 16:13 ) 
Here are the words of our verse: "Thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil." 

1. He Himself is our food. Just as He was our beautiful robes, He is also our flour, and honey, and oil. Do we not remember the words of the Lord, "I am the Living Bread which came down from Heaven." Again He said, "I am the Bread of Life." And yet again, "Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life * *. For My flesh is meat indeed, and My Blood is drink indeed." 

As we gather around the Lord's Table, from time to time, we do so in remembrance of His body and His Blood. This is also significant of the fact that He is our Bread and Drink. The bread is His body; the wine, His Blood, in sacred symbolism. 

The slain lamb at the Passover Feast was also typical of Christ's broken body and shed Blood. The blood of the lamb was sprinkled on the doorposts, and the carcass of the lamb was eaten after its cooking. 

This all teaches us that Christ is not only our Life, but He is also the Sustainer of our life. 

2. The Word of God is our bread. The Bible says, "Desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby." Again it is written, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." Thus Job said, "I have esteemed the words of His mouth more than my necessary food." 

Thus we are able to know the deeper meanings of the expression in our key verse, "Thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil." Here is flour nourishment for bread is the staff of life. Here is honey, for His Word is sweet to the taste. Here is oil, for His Word is Spirit-filled, and meets every spiritual need. 

VII. THOU HAST PLAYED THE HARLOT (Ezekiel 16:15 ) 
It is sad that after all the beauty of the picture of redemption, we have the balance of the chapter portraying the perfidy of Israel. God had done everything for her; now she goes out and plays the harlot with the people of the world. The result of this is seen by us all today. Israel is at this moment in deepest distress, all because she cast off the Lord her God and followed after other loves. 

1. Her renown, and God-given glory caused her to become proud and self-centered. God gave her beauty and she used it to lure the world. God gave her beautiful raiment, and she wore it seeking the world's admiration. God gave her honor, and she sought the honor of men. God gave her wealth, and she wasted it on the world. 

Let us mark some of the Divine statements: 

1. "Thou didst trust in thine own beauty." 

2. Thou "playedst the harlot because of thy renown." 

3. "Of thy garments thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers colours." 

4. "Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of My gold and of My silver, which I had given thee, and madest to thyself images." 

1. Thou "tookest thy broidered garments, and coveredst them." 

2. "Thou hast set Mine oil and Mine incense before them." 

3. "My * * fine flour, and oil, and honey, wherewith I fed thee, thou hast even set it before them for a sweet savour." 

2. The pronouncement of God's curse. "And it came to pass after all thy wickedness (woe, woe unto thee! saith the Lord God)." Can it be that God could do other than pronounce a woe upon the people who went so far from Him? They scattered their ways under every green tree, and God said, "Woe unto thee!" 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Let us never fail God as did Israel, but let us preach faithfully the blessed Gospel of redemption, with a sincere and earnest heart. 

"Dr. Woodrow Wilson, the ex-President of the United States, has given an interesting impression of his contact with D. L. Moody. 'I was in a barber's shop, sitting in a chair, when I became aware that a personality had entered the room. A man had come quietly in upon the same errand as myself, and sat in the chair next to me. Every word that he uttered showed a personal and vital interest in the man who was serving him; and before I got through with what was being done to me, I was aware that I had attended an evangelistic service, because Mr. Moody was in the next chair. I purposely lingered in the room after he left, and noted the singular effect his visit had upon the barbers in that shop. They talked in undertones. They did not know his name, but they knew that something had elevated their thought. And I felt that I left that place as I should have left a place of worship.' The secret of Moody's power was that he was 'always abounding' (1 Corinthians 15:58 )." 

17 Chapter 17 

18 Chapter 18 

19 Chapter 19 

20 Chapter 20 

21 Chapter 21 

22 Chapter 22 

23 Chapter 23 

24 Chapter 24 

25 Chapter 25 

26 Chapter 26 

27 Chapter 27 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 11-26
God's Description of Satan 
Ezekiel 28:11-26 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We read in the Epistle of Peter that Satan goeth about seeking whom he may devour. He is, indeed, the great enemy who hounded Christ every step of His way, and who, since the day of the birth of the church, has followed hard upon the heels of every spiritual church attempt. 

He also is the adversary of each individual believer. This being the case it behooves us to consider, as far as we can, his strategies against the Church as a whole, and against us individually; and to learn as much as we can of his origin and his power. 

The chapter before us will teach us many things we need to know. 

1. The beauty and the glory of Satan in his original creation. Ezekiel 28:12 of our Scripture says: "Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord God; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty." The prince of Tyrus, as discussed in Ezekiel 28:2-10 refers to the earthly ruler. The king of Tyrus in our verse, presents Satan as the one who was the real power back of the throne. 

(1) Satan was full of wisdom. Of all the creatures which God had made, he, no doubt, held a place supreme in wisdom. We need to know this when we meet him and his emissaries. Truly, those of us who lack wisdom will not dare to meet him unless we are clothed with the power and wisdom of God. Satan's wisdom is easily discerned as we watch his attacks and strategies against the children of God. He knows just how to man his forces and to prepare the strategy of his attacks. 

(2) Satan was full of beauty. Satan was far from the hideous monster that he is usually pictured to the young. Were he half as hideous as he is painted, everybody would run from him. It is his beauty which appeals, and adds subtlety to every attempt he makes against the children of men. 

2. Satan as an angel of light. Even to this hour the devil transforms himself into an angel of light, and his ministers transform themselves into the ministers of righteousness. It is Satan who goes about over the world making all kinds of promises of betterment, and of advance. He seeks to inculcate, on the one hand, every consummate denial of God and of Christ; while, on the other hand, he acclaims the very highest and the best idealisms in the realm of commercial life, political Utopias, and moral and ethical climaxes. 

Satan even enters the realms of moral uplift and of social advancement. He preaches the contagion of good, and that man has within himself every possibility of upward achievement. 

3. Satan surpasses himself in presenting a substitute faith, patterned after the lines of the true faith. Does the Bible teach righteousness? So also does Satan. However, God's ministers teach a righteousness which is by faith in the Blood, and Satan's ministers teach a righteousness which is by self, developed from the inner man. 

God's ministers teach moral victory, sobriety, and holy living through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Satan's ministers teach the same ideals of right living, but through human effort and development. 

God's ministers proclaim Heaven as the goal of the believer. Satan and his ministers proclaim an earthly heaven, an eternal happy hunting ground as a goal, self attained, and possible through one's own achievement. 

I. SATAN IN THE GARDEN OF GOD (Ezekiel 28:13 ) 
The expression "Thou hast been in Eden the Garden of God" may not refer to our earthly Eden, because the Scripture goes on to say, "Every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold." 

Satan was certainly decked out in glory, and he dwelt in an Eden similar to the Eden in which man was placed. 

The truth is, however, that Satan came to the earthly Eden. He met Adam and Eve there. First, he tempted the woman, and then, through the woman, tempted the man. He came clothing himself in the serpent, which was the wisest of God's creation, so far as beasts were concerned. He came promising that if they would eat of the forbidden fruit of the tree, that they would be as gods, understanding good and evil. 

Thus did Satan instill into man the ambition for self-glorification. He played upon their desire to attain supreme illumination. It was this which had caused his own fall from Heaven. He had said, in his own heart, that he would be as God. 

Man quickly yielded to his voice and intrigue, and fell from his place of obedience and submission to the Almighty. 

Satan is still using this same method against man. He knows that every high look God will bring down. He knows that self-exaltation means God-dethronement. Herein is the key that unlocks the present-day attitude of the modernistic world. The present age is an age of self-deification and of Christ humanization. On the one hand, men, led by the devil, are exalting themselves, boasting of their own learning and prowess; while, on the other hand, they are denying everything vital to the Deity of Christ, and to His glory as God manifest in flesh. 

II. SATAN'S DOWNFALL (Ezekiel 28:14-15 ) 
1. Satan's former glory. Ezekiel 28:14 says, "Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire." We may not understand all that these words suggest. We do understand that Satan held a very high and prominent place among the holy ones of God. 

2. "Thou wast perfect in thy ways." It must have been a long, long time in which this mighty son of the morning ruled under the hand of God. He ruled perfect in every way from the day that he was created. In him there was no fault to be found in those days of his former glory. 

3. "Till iniquity was found in thee." There came a time when Satan turned from his God-invested glory, seeking higher altitudes of glory. Having power, he sought more power. He was not satisfied to be God's great one, clothed with authority. He sought to be equal with God. All of this spirit of Satan will be found manifested in the antichrist when he shall go into the Temple of God, proclaiming himself as God. The antichrist will do more than that. He will oppose and exalt himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped. This was the spirit which dominated the devil and which caused his downfall. 

Let every one of us beware lest some of the overflow of that spirit strike into our own souls. God has warned that he that exalteth himself shall be abased. Every high look must be brought down. The lofty looks of man shall be humbled; and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down. The day of the Lord shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and every one that is lifted up. 

III. THE REASON FOR SATAN'S FALL (Ezekiel 28:17 ) 
"Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness." Recently a man here in India came to me in all seriousness and asked: "Why was it that God made man so he could sin?" I reached over and plucked a flower, and I asked him if he could understand it. He quickly answered, "No." I said, "Neither do I understand why God did many things, nor do I know how He did it." I told him I was not in the explaining business. Then I said: "But I am glad He did make man, because if He had not made man so he could sin, He had not been able to recreate him in His own image, and thus to make him so he couldn't sin." Then I said: "Neither would He have been able to have made it possible for us to ascribe all honor, and glory, and might, and power, unto Christ who gave Himself for us and who saved us from our sins." 

I told the Indian inquirer that he should not judge a picture before it is finished. It is not fair to the painter so to do. A daub here and a daub there seems altogether incongruous and inexplicable. When, however, the picture stands before us in its completion, it presents a perfect rhythmic beauty, and every touch of the brush only proves its necessity to the completed whole. 

So, dear readers, where we cannot understand, let us trust, and let us believe that all things are working out for good to them who love God, and who are the called according to His purpose. 

IV. FROM THE HEIGHTS TO THE DEPTHS (Ezekiel 28:17 , l.c.) 
1. "I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee." These are the words which God spake unto Satan in the day that his heart was lifted up in pride. In Isaiah 14:1-32 we have some further light upon this matter. We read in Isaiah 14:12 : "How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground!" Then God adds in Isaiah 14:15 , "Thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit." 

We can almost see the angel with a great chain coming down to bind Satan, and to cast him into the pit of the abyss, known in Revelation as the bottomless pit. 

We can almost see the Lord as He destroys Satan's antichrist and false prophet, and casts them into the Lake of Fire. 

We can almost see Satan at the end of the tribulation period, cast into the Lake of Fire where the beast and the false prophet are. 

As we see the overthrow of these, we can also see in our mind's eye the setting up of the Great White Throne, and the wicked standing before God to be judged. 

We can see those who joined with Satan, and later on with the antichrist, and who lifted up themselves against the Most High, being cast into the same Lake of Fire, which is the second death. This shall be the end of all men who have sinned against Jehovah, and have refused the sacrifice which is in Christ Jesus. 

2. How great will be the fall of those who lift themselves up against the Lord ! Think you that it pays to seek self-glory, self-pride? Consider the ones in the Book of Jude who denied the Lord God, and our only Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The Bible says: "Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 

It is to these that God has reserved the blackness of darkness forever. May God grant that we may never fall as fell the angels who kept not their first estate, and as fell Satan from the heights of his glory. 

V. THE GREAT DISPLAY (Ezekiel 28:17 , l.c. and 19) 
The last clause of this remarkable verse says: "I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee." What a display this will be! In order to get the full grasp of this, we need to read Ezekiel 28:19 , and then to study with it some other Scriptures in Isaiah 14:1-32 . 

1. The overthrow of Satan will be complete and final. 
"They that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more." When Satan is cast into the Lake of Fire, that hour will be his last, so far as any power or authority among the nations is concerned. Thank God that the days of his wreckage will be over. 

He will be put into the pit of the abyss, during the thousand years. From thence, however, he will be loosed for a little season. After that he will be cast into the Lake of Fire, never to be a menace in the affairs of the new Heaven and of the new earth. 

2. The overthrow of Satan will be in the sight of those whom he had led in the train of his downfall. Isaiah 14:16 reads: "They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; that made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof?" 

It will be a remarkable day in hell when Satan is cast down and the kings of the earth shall behold him, and cry out: "Art thou become like unto us?" How they will marvel as they think that the one who sought to exalt himself above God, is brought down to hell! They will see the one who made the earth to tremble, himself trembling; they shall see the one who shook kingdoms, shaken under the power of the almighty God. 

VI. THE DESTRUCTION OF TYRE (Ezekiel 28:18 ) 
Our Scripture now turns away from Satan as we understand it, and speaks once more to Tyrus. God is showing what happens when a people are under the dominion and power of the devil. 

Here are the words of Ezekiel 28:18 : "Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth, in the sight of all them that behold thee." 

This prophecy has been literally fulfilled. The ancient city has been utterly destroyed. It stands today as a mark of the wrath of God against unrighteousness and sin when it is ripened in iniquity. 

We turn from Tyre to the world as a whole. "What sorrow, what heartaches, what anguish, has Satan brought to men. Time and again the judgments of God have fallen. First the whole earth was swept from its moorings by the Flood. Then the tower of Babel was thrown down. Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed. Tyre was overthrown. The cities of Capernaum and Bethsaida were likewise destroyed. What has been true of God's judgments against cities and the populace, is true of God's judgment against individual sinners. 

How strange it is that men are willing to follow Satan when they know his tyranny, when they know that the judgments of God are not only upon him, but upon those who follow after him! "The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God." 

The Book of Revelation gives the most tragic view of the destructions which await the nations. They have turned from the Lord and have followed after Satan. The antichrist will soon be appearing and the world will wonder after him. We read in chapter Revelation 13:4 , "And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?" 

Thus it is that the men who move around us today, and who will, no doubt, live until the Rapture of the Church, will even worship the devil himself, and worship his antichrist. 

It does not lessen their worshipful adoration because the antichrist blasphemes against God and His Name and His Tabernacle, and they that dwell in the Heavens. In the midst of this Satanic power, an angel will be heard, saying with a loud voice, "If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb." 

Let those who, like the king of Tyrus and his people, follow after Satan, remember that they must receive from God the same chastisement that shall be given to Satan himself. If Ezekiel 28:1-26 tells us about Satan's being cast down, it also naturally follows that it would tell us how the people who followed him would be cast down. 

Remember that God has said: "The smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name." 

The Lord Jesus Christ is going to come down from Heaven in flaming fire taking vengeance upon all those who know not God. With the Sword of His mouth He will smite the nations and rule them with a rod of iron. He will come to tread out the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. Even now we can hear the loud voice as it tells all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven to come and eat the bodies of the slain at Armageddon. 

The beasts and the kings of the earth and their armies will all be overwhelmed. 

Let us remember that Ezekiel 28:1-26 and Isaiah 14:1-32 will have their counterpart in the days that will mark the closing of the Great Tribulation. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
How the Lord must await the time when we shall be taken from Satan's power. He is ever ready to deliver us. 

"Some one has related the experience of a husband-lover whose wife became deranged. Periodic seizures gave her mania most distressing aspects. At times she could not be controlled. So terrible was her screaming agony that frequent complaints of neighbors drove him from one residence to another, both to shield her and to encourage the faint hope of her ultimate recovery. Finally a physician friend advised him to return with her to the scenes of her childhood and of their love-making. So all one summer he lived over with her the scenes of those other and saner years. They walked and rode and worked. With her he waded brooks, climbed hills, exhausted every resource of ingenuity. One day at evening, he brought her home in a condition of utter exhaustion. He had been told that if sanity should ever return, it would be after such a sleep as her present exhaustion produced. All the night he sat beside her, holding her hands, watching the changes upon her countenance, giving his heart to an agony of prayer. Then, as day dawned, and the deep darkness of the night began to be shot through with the gray of the coming light, she stirred, opened her eyes, and with the tired bewilderment of a child asked, "Where am I?" 

To which the husband replied, "Here in your own home, beloved, safe sheltered by love." "But where have I been?" she asked. "Far, far away, upon a bewildering journey." "And where were you?" "With you all the way, my own, with you all the way, and waiting for you to come back to me." 
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Verses 1-13
The Judgments of God 
Ezekiel 33:1-13 , Ezekiel 33:28-33 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
It may not be pleasant, but it is necessary to warn the saint and the sinner against coming judgments. 

1. We need to warn the church against her coming judgments. Even now we can see the gathering of the storm. The church has grown so worldly, so self-centered, so self-reliant; the church, in many places, has gone so far from the faith, denying the very Lord God who bought them, denying everything that is vital to the Gospel she was commanded to preach. 

The church has too often turned aside to a social gospel which is not the Gospel. She has mingled herself among men, even the men of the world, and joined hands with them in seeking to direct the conduct of nations and of communities. 

Think you that the church can go on much longer without being judged and punished for her unrighteousness? 

2. We need to warn the world of coming judgments. The world is rushing headlong away from God. It is becoming more and more "As it was in the days of Noah"; and "as it was in the days of Lot." 

The wicked are doing wickedly. Sin is holding sway. 

Is not God preparing to send forth His judgments against the wicked? Do not the signs of the times show that the earth is ripening for judgment, and that judgments are hovering near? It is only the prophet who is blind to the prophetic Scriptures on the one hand, and to the daily course of events, on the other hand, who fails to see that history is rapidly running into the mold of Divine prophecy, and that soon the day of tribulation in which God shall judge the earth will come. 

What then? Shall we fail to warn the wicked? Nay. Every true minister of Jesus Christ will cry aloud and spare not. Remember the words in Ezekiel: if we fail to warn the wicked, God will require their lives at our hands. 

We must arise and sound the alarm. We must give the cry, "'Repent, repent, repent," or destruction shall fall. 

God grant that we may not be reckoned among the false prophets and prophesy peace, when there is no peace; who call darkness light, and light darkness; who say of judgment, It shall not be; and of wrath, It slumbereth. 

I. AN ILLUSTRATION (Ezekiel 33:1-3 ) 
1. The illustration. God looks out among men to find a simple illustration of His dealings with others. He describes a people against whom He is about to bring the sword. The nation, seeing impending danger, takes a man of their coasts and sets him for a watchman. Then, the Spirit says, "If when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the people; then whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword come, and take him away, his blood shall be upon his own head." 

The reason for this judgment is that he heard the sound of the trumpet and took not warning. 

2. The application. The warnings of God are heard everywhere today. They are heard from the pulpit; they are heard in nature; they are heard in daily events, and all of them are saying: "There is danger ahead." 

How many there are who have been warned by sickness. They were brought low; they looked the death angel square in the face; they felt their time had come; they knew that they were warned of God; then they prayed for help, and promised God that if He would spare them, they would live for Him. God did spare them; however, they went right on in their evil ways. Their blood shall be required at their own hand. 

Here is another man. He is warned by some great physical disaster, a whirlwind sweeps down upon him; a terrific storm overawes him the lightnings flash, and the thunders roar; the winds howl. Then he cries unto the Lord, and God sendeth a great calm. Immediately he goes on in his evil way forgetful of his warning. God will require his blood at his own hand. 

Here is still another man. This one is making money; he is living in ease with every comfort about him, and then, suddenly, a great financial crisis comes. His all is swept from him. This man is fully awake to the sense of his own loss, and he sees the ultimate sweeping away of everything from him, and he hears the call of God to repent and to lay up treasures where moth and rust do not corrupt. However, he refuses to hear and goes on his maddened way, seeking to reclaim his lost fortune, and to establish himself among his fellow men. 

This man shall have his blood upon his own head. 

II. THE WATCHMAN WHO WARNS NOT THE PEOPLE (Ezekiel 33:6-8 ) 
1. God's watchmen are set to warn His people. Every minister of the Gospel is a watchman. To him God has given a message of warning which is many-sided, and very vital to the safety of the people. 

The Old Testament Prophets were watchmen. They were called to give God's warning messages to the people concerning their own sins, and God's judgments which were about to fall upon the people. 

2. Many of God's watchmen refuse to warn of coming dangers. This is where Isaiah 56:1-12 comes in. Isaiah 56:10 says: "His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber." 

There were many men similar to these among the Prophets. They told the people only the good things, the smooth things, when God prophesied disaster. They told the people all was well, and there was no danger ahead, when God had told them that the storms of His judgments were about to break. 

There are many men standing in the pulpits today who simply refuse to give God's warnings. God tells us there shall be wars and rumors of wars. They stand in their pulpits and preach peace, peace, when there is no peace. They ruthlessly shut their eyes to actual facts as well as to the plain statements of God. God tells them to warn the people concerning the encroachment of worldliness and iniquity upon the church. They refuse and they preach "the contagion of good," and present only an ethical conception of the Gospel. They never tell them the wages of sin is death, and that the wicked shall be cast into hell with all nations that forget God. 

So far as the coming of the antichrist is concerned, they never mention it with one word of warning. Little does it matter to them that God, in His Word, has prophesied the advent of the man of sin, and the rule and the reign of the antichrist. Little does it matter to them that everything in world events shows that the world is hastening on toward the rule of one man. They say nothing about it. God will require the blood of His people at their hands. 

God says, "Thou shalt hear the word at My mouth, and warn them from Me." When, therefore, they refuse to warn the wicked of his way, and they refuse to tell others of the judgments about to fall, God says: "His blood will I require at thine hand." "Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; * * thou hast delivered thy soul." 

III. GOD'S DESIRE IS TO SAVE AND NOT TO DESTROY (Ezekiel 33:10-11 ) 
1. A complaint. Israel was saying, "If our transgressions and our sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how should we then live?" 

There are many today who are decrying God for His judgments. Yet, they go right on in their sins. They want God to reserve His wrath, yet, they will not turn from their unrighteousness. They condemn God, but not themselves. They would make God a holy God, who does not demand holiness; a righteous God, who does not enforce righteousness. Their idea of God would be a God of love, who is foreign to judgment; a God of mercy, who knows nothing of wrath. 

2. A vindication. The Lord's reply is in Ezekiel 33:11 . He says: "As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked." Some one will answer: "If God hath no pleasure in the death of the wicked, then why does He say: 'The wages of sin is death'?" If He does not want the wicked to die, why does He slay them? In reply to such weak insinuation, the Lord says to the wicked, "I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live." 

God is saying that righteousness will bring life, even as wickedness brings death. In all of this He throws the death of the wicked upon themselves. The responsibility is theirs, not His. They die because they walk the ways of death, God cannot justify the ungodly. Therefore He is helpless to save the wicked in their wickedness. 

3. A plaintive cry. Could any words be more filled with the yearnings of His heart than these which fell from the lips of the Almighty: "Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O House of Israel?" 

God is described here as pleading, calling, crying unto men to repent. He seems to be saying just what Christ afterwards said! "How often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!" In this verse, 11, and in these words, "Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die?" God is saying, I would save you, I want to, I am willing, I am ready, but ye must turn; ye must repent or else I cannot. Here it is: "I would, ye would not, I could not." 

IV. THE JUSTNESS OF GOD'S DEALINGS (Ezekiel 33:12-14 ) 
1. The wicked man will die for his wickedness, and the righteous man shall live for his righteousness. The question before us is not the question of eternal life. We are not in the realm of salvation whatsoever. We are walking in the realm of judgments, and of rewards. God has been telling Israel, through Ezekiel, many things concerning His judgments. He tells why the people of Tyre perished. He tells why desolation fell upon Egypt. He shows, withal, His own lamentations for both Tyre and Egypt. He did not want either the one or the other to fall; but they repented not, they refused to turn from their evil ways, and they had to fall. Thus the wicked were overwhelmed because of their wickedness, and they died in their sins. 

This is not at all difficult to understand, neither is it difficult to understand that the righteous will live for his righteousness. This is always true. If sin brings judgment unto condemnation, righteousness brings favor, and blessing, and happiness. 

2. The righteous, if he sins, will die for his wickedness; while the wicked, if he repents, will live for his newfound righteousness. There are many illustrations of this in the Word of God. Under the first, "The wicked will live when they turn from their wickedness," we consider Nineveh. God sent Jonah to Nineveh to warn the people. Jonah was commanded to cry, saying, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown." Jonah refused, at first, to warn the Ninevites because, as he afterwards said, he knew that if the Ninevites repented and turned from every evil way, God was a gracious God, and merciful, and slow to anger, and of great kindness, and God would repent Himself of doing evil against the Ninevites. This is exactly what God did do. When the Ninevites put on sackcloth and ashes and turned from their sins, God could not remain the same God of honor, and true in His judgments, and still slay them. Thus, when the wicked turn from their unrighteousness, they shall live, and not be punished. 

On the other hand, if the righteous turn from their righteousness, they shall surely die. The Children of Israel are a plain example of this. When they were righteous, they were blessed; when, however, they turned from their righteousness, and became sinful, the wrath of God was upon them and they were slain with His great sword. 

V. JUDGING THE LORD UNJUSTLY (Ezekiel 33:17 ) 
1. "Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?" These are the words of Abraham as he pleaded with the Lord to spare Sodom. Abraham well knew the wickedness of Sodom. He made no plea whatsoever that God should spare the city on the basis of its own righteousness. He approached God from another viewpoint. He said: "Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt Thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein?" 

Abraham went so far as to say unto God, "That be far from Thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from Thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" God did not condemn Abraham for the basis of his plea, because that is the basis upon which God judges. The Lord quickly replied: "If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes." 

In the Book of Ezekiel, God is vindicating His judgments on the same basis, "If the wicked restore * * that he had robbed, walk in the Statutes of life, without committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die." 

2. Ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. This was the charge of the Children of Israel against God. They wanted Him to spare them because they were known as the righteous nation, even though they had turned from their righteousness. God said, "Nay." "When the righteous turneth from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, he shall even die thereby." Then God adds: "Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. O ye House of Israel, I will judge you every one after his ways." 

VI. SOME SOLEMN APPLICATIONS (Ezekiel 33:25 ; Ezekiel 33:29-30 ) 
1. God's application of His message upon the Children of Israel. God is vindicating Himself in His judgments against Israel. Until this day, the Children of Israel, who were once a people, are scattered abroad among the nations of the earth as "not a people." They even, themselves, deny the Lord Jesus altogether. 

We remember reading of the time when God chose His people. We remember how they loved Him, and followed Him in the way. How great was God's blessing's upon them! How tenderly did He care for them! He loved them as a Father loveth his child. 

We remember also how Israel sinned, and how God sent forth His Prophets to warn her. Yet, they repented not, nor turned from their evil ways. The result was that they were defeated in battle; they were driven from their own land, and unto this hour, they are under the judgments of God. 

All of this, however, does not mean that God hath cast off His people forever, for He shall yet say unto the North, Give up, and to the south, hold not back. Behold a nation shall yet be born in a day, and God shall yet redeem His chosen nation. 

2. God's application of His message to the Church. In the Book of Romans, chapter 11, we read: "Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in His goodness : otherwise thou also shalt be cut off." 

If God spared not Israel when she sinned, neither will He spare and neither does He spare His Church, when she sins. In Revelation 3:1-22 , we have the picture of the Laodicean Church. She is a worldly Church which has departed from her Lord, and the Lord Himself is standing outside the Church saying: "Because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of My mouth." The basis of God's judgments, in every age, are the same; and the basis of judgment against both the righteous and the wicked are the same. 

Let no man think because he is a Christian that he will escape the chastening of God if he sins. Not that alone, but we read of certain saints, "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep." Sin may not only cause chastening in life, but it may bring the chastening of physical death; it certainly will bring sorrow at the judgment seat of Christ. 

VII. THE UNEQUALITY OF ISRAEL (Ezekiel 33:31-33 ) 
We now come to what is called, in the last words of Ezekiel 33:30 , "The Word that cometh forth from the Lord." Israel had accused God of a biased judgment. God is now, in plain words, going to show to His people the perfidy of their own hearts. 

1. A vain profession. Here is God's first statement: "They come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as My people, * * with their mouth they shew much love * *. Thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument: for they hear thy words." 

All of the expressions above were true concerning Israel as they were approached by God's Prophet Ezekiel. They went through every formality and expression of loyalty to God. They outwardly appeared to be righteous. 

2. The true state of affairs. Now we will take the whole of God's statement: "They hear thy words, but they will not do them." "They shew much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness." " Thou art unto them as a very lovely song," etc.: "for they hear thy words, but they do them not." 
We begin, now, to understand why it was that they complained against God's judgments, for, even in the days of their apostasy they carried with them a form of godliness, but denied the power thereof. 

In the days of our Lord, He still acknowledged their outward piety. He said that they paid tithes of mint, anise, and cummin. He spoke of the works which they did. He described them as making long prayers; concerning the Law, they would argue even to the details of straining at a gnat. Ceremonially, they made clean the outside of their cups and platters. Before men they appeared righteous. They builded the tombs of the Prophets, and garnished the sepulchers of the righteous. Thus, they appeared outwardly, and thus they still appeared to us when we recently visited Jerusalem. Here, however, is described their true spiritual condition, even as our Lord told it forth. 

"All their works they do to be seen of men." 

"They love the uppermost rooms at feasts." 

"They shut up the Kingdom of Heaven against men." 

"They devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make a long prayer." 

"They compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and make him twofold more the child of hell." 

"They omit the weightier matters of the Law." 

"They swallow a camel." 

"Within they are full of extortion and excess." 

"Within they are full of dead men's bones and of all uncleanness." 

"They are serpents a generation of vipers." 

"They kill and crucify, scourge and persecute." 

Do you wonder that God judged them? 

With the nominal church we have a story quite as sad. In many places, very many, they have a form of godliness. They do many things just as outwardly religious, as did the religious Jews. Nevertheless, here is God's description of these very church people who have a form of godliness and deny the power. 

Verses 27-33
Hearers, but Not Doers 
Ezekiel 33:27-33 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
This prophecy of Ezekiel had to do with a people who were outwardly religious, but inwardly were far from God. They would come before the Lord, and sit before Him as His people. They would even go so far as to show much love, with their mouths. He was, unto them, a very lovely song; or, as one with a pleasant voice; or, as one who could play well upon an instrument. However, their hearts were continually going out after covetousness, and they never did His Words. 

Our study shows a most pitiful condition a condition which is, alas, quite common today. We still have many people who go to church. They are like the proverbial willow tree, which bows its head, but does not lift its heart. If the wind blows from, the north the boughs bend toward the south; if the wind blows from the south, the boughs quickly bend to the north with the wind. 

Some Christians go to church, as the people go. They sit as the people sit, but their hearts are far from God. If the minister says, "Let us pray," they reverently bow. If he says, "Let us sing," they join their voices with the rest. They do all of this, but their music has no more heart throbs in it, than the music of an instrument. They sing for the pleasure of singing, but Divine worship is far from them. They listen to the minister's sermon, but there is no translating of that sermon into their daily life and walk. 

Such people remind us of a statement in the seventh chapter of Hosea which reads: "Ephraim * * hath mixed himself among the people; Ephraim is a cake not turned." Hosea's cake was baked on one side, and raw on the other. It is no pleasure to bite into such a cake. 

Some Christians are like Ephraim only half-baked. We need saints young and old who will go all the way with God; who will enter into every phase of Christian life and service, with sincerity of purpose, and with love of heart. 

The other day I was in a restaurant, and I told the porter I wanted a glass of "half-and-half." He said, "Half coffee?" I said, "No, I want half milk, and half cream." Many Christians are of the half-and-half kind; only they are half water, and half skimmed milk. There is nothing of the cream (the fuller Christian life), in them whatsoever. 

God has very plainly said, that we are to be doers of the Word, and not hearers only. He that beholdeth his natural face in a glass, and turneth away, forgetteth what manner of man he is; so also is he who will hear, but refuseth to do the Word of God. 

The one who is a hearer, and not a doer, is likened in the Bible to a man who built his house upon the sand. When the floods came and the winds blew, and the rain fell, that house could not stand. God help us to put into practice what we profess to believe to be doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving our own selves. 

I. IT MUST BE GOD OR BAAL, NOT BOTH (1 Kings 18:21 ) 
Elijah came before the Children of Israel and said, "How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him." Jesus Christ plainly stated, "Ye cannot serve God and mammon." 

The human heart will either hold to the one and despise the other; or else it will love the one, and hate the other. 

Elijah spake of "two opinions." We need men who will get on one side of the fence, or upon the other. A middle-of-the-roader never gets anywhere. We need decisiveness of character. We need conviction, and then the power to stand on our convictions. If the Lord be God, we should follow Him. If Baal be God, then, we should follow Him. 

Always admire a person who has the courage of his convictions. If he believes in Christ Jesus, let him confess Him with his lips, publicly. 

The modernist, as we see him, is a wolf parading in sheep's clothing. What right does the man who denies the Lord Jesus Christ, His virgin birth, and His atoning Blood what right does he have to stand behind a pulpit dedicated to an orthodox faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? What right does he have to draw his salary from people who believe in a whole Bible and a humiliated Christ? 

What right do young people who love the world, and the things of the world, who live for the lusts of the flesh, who have no vital faith or love for the Lord Jesus Christ, what right do they have to take an active part in a young people's society, to sing in church choirs, or to teach Sunday School classes? We would not drive the young people away, but we would urge them to either serve God or mammon. 

II. IT MUST BE SERVING THE LORD, OR SERVING OTHER GODS (2 Kings 17:33-34 ) 
In Samaria there were certain ones who feared not the Lord, therefore the Lord sent lions among them which slew some of them. The result was that they feared the Lord, yet they still followed their own gods after the manner of the nations. From this they have never changed. 

The text says, "Unto this day they do after the former manners: they fear not the Lord, neither go they after their statutes, or after their ordinances." 

There are many people, we fear, who are serving the Lord merely because certain circumstances drove them and compelled them to make a confession. Outwardly, they appear to fear the Lord; inwardly, they serve their own gods. They have a form of religion, but they know nothing of its power. Such a faith is a mockery, unacceptable to God. 

In the Book of Revelation we read these striking words spoken of the Church at Laodicea: "Because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of My mouth." Another statement follows which is more than striking it is startling. Christ added: "I would thou wert cold or hot." Water that is lukewarm (tepid, we call it), is sickening. Hot water tastes all right; cold water is all right, but who wants to drink lukewarm water? 

Along this line, there is a verse in the Book of Ecclesiastes which says, "Be not righteous over much; * * Be not over much wicked." The advice of "the man under the sun" is to be neither hot nor cold, just so-so. 

We remember an old colored man in Georgia who used to greet us as he passed. Invariably when we gave him the top of the morning, and asked him how he was, he would say, "Just tolerable, Brother Neighbour." That word "tolerable" stuck with us. We began to wonder just how Uncle John did feel. We decided he was neither sick, nor well, just able to wiggle, that was all. God deliver us from saints like that. Their lives are miserable failures. 

III. IT MUST BE PIETY OR PRETENSE (Matthew 23:14 ) 
The Lord Jesus Christ is speaking of the scribes and the Pharisees of His day. Outwardly they were very religious. They had religion to the excess, but they knew very little of spiritual life. 

So far as their works were concerned they were abundant, but were only for display. They could bind heavy burdens on men, hard to be borne, while they themselves did not bend one of their fingers to move them. They made broad their phylacteries, and enlarged the borders of their garments, but all these things they did to be seen of men. 

They loved the upper rooms at the feasts, and the best seats at the synagogue. They delighted to be called "rabbi," but they accepted not the Lord Jesus Christ, who alone was Master. These men could encompass sea and land to make a proselyte, but they made him twofold more a child of hell than he was before. 

The whole difficulty with the scribes and Pharisees lay in the fact that they carried their religion on the hems of their garments, and on the tips of their tongues. They had no vital relationship to the Lord. They would pay their tithes, but they omitted the weightier matters of law, judgment, mercy, and faith. They delighted in straining at gnats, while they swallowed camels. The outside of their cups and platters they kept clean, but within they were full of extortion and excess. The Lord Jesus spoke of them as whited sepulchers, beautiful without, but full of dead men's bones and uncleanness within. 

What a picture of many church people even of our own day! They go to church on Sunday, but they serve the devil all the week. We fear that many who are professing piety as a pretense are making their religious profession a mere cloak to cover up the sins of their hearts. 

IV. IT MUST BE TRUE OR IT MUST BE FALSE (Isaiah 1:14-17 ) 
The Prophet, Isaiah, must have been strangely stirred as the Spirit of God dictated the words found in the first chapter of the Book which bears his name. The people of God on the one hand were called "the daughter of Zion"; on the other hand they were called the "people of Gomorrah" and "the rulers of Sodom." 

The Spirit speaks positively. He tells them He delights not in their sacrifices. This sounds strange, at first, because these sacrifices had been commanded of the Lord. However, they never were commanded as a mere religious form, to be carried out by unclean hands and unsanctified hearts. 

The Spirit of God continues to say, "When ye come to appear before Me, who hath required this at your hand?" God does not want people treading His courts when their hearts are far from Him. He says, "Bring no more vain oblations." He tells them that their incense is an abomination. Their new moons, and their Sabbaths He "cannot away with." They are an iniquity. His soul hated their solemn meetings, and could not bear their gatherings. 

Beloved, we wonder how God feels now, when people have no heart in their prayers, no soul in their songs, and no joy in their testimonies. We wonder how He feels when people with unclean hands, and unpurged lips serve in His Church. God help us to wash, and be clean. God help us to put away the evil of our doings, and to learn to do well. Then will He accept us as we come before Him. 

V. IT MUST BE RIGHTEOUSNESS OR IT CANNOT BE CONSECRATION (Matthew 5:23 ) 
Here is a statement which appears to be a hindrance to consecration or a hindrance to giving any gift to God, The Lord said, "If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift." 

In our mind's eye we see a young man, or a young woman, approaching the altar, not with a gift of money, but with that supreme gift of their own heart and life. The Lord watches them as they come. He has commanded that saints should do this very thing. Here are His words: "Present your bodies a living sacrifice * * unto God * * which is your reasonable service." However, God also says that before we bring our gift, we must, if need be, go and become reconciled to our brother, providing our brother hath something against us. 

Is there something in your life that is wrong toward another? Do not imagine, then, that God will accept you at the altar of consecration and sacrifice. 

Hearts that are unclean, hands and feet that are not separated from sin, cannot be a sacrifice, holy, and acceptable unto God. 

The unrighteous and carnal Christian might desire to offer himself to God, with reservations, but God will not receive such a gift. 

We read of the rich young ruler who came running to the Master. Christ saw that he was a lover of his wealth and position, and said, "Go and sell that thou hast, * * and come and follow Me." Consecrated lives, if they are to be acceptable to God, must be lives which are clean. 

VI. IT MUST BE OF POWER AND NOT OF FORM (2 Timothy 3:5 ) 
Here is a verse which is needed. The Spirit is describing the last days, days which will immediately precede the Second Coming of Christ. He says that men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy. He says many other thing's which describe anything but a real Christian. Then the Spirit tells us that these very people will have a form of godliness, denying the power thereof. 

It is hard to conceive that those who are lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God could have a form of godliness, and yet they do. Many of our churches are dominated by this very class. They are pleasure mad; they love the world, and they live in the world. 

The dance, the card party, the movie, the beach, or any other form of worldliness is their delight, and yet, on Sunday, you will see them in the pews, and at the young people's meetings. 

They have a form of godliness, but they know nothing of its power. It is hard to conceive how boys and girls who are disobedient to their parents, unthankful, and unholy can be so deceived as to imagine that their Sunday parade of piety goes over with God. 

It is hard to imagine how people who are truce-breakers, and false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, will come into the assembly of righteousness and parade a form of godliness, when they know nothing of the power thereof. 

Of this same "sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts," yet, they too have a form of godliness knowing nothing of the power thereof. What shall we do? The Bible is very plain. It says, "From such turn away." 

VII. IT MUST BE OBEDIENCE TO AND NOT MERE MEMORIZATION OF TRUTH (Joshua 1:8 ) 
The words God gave to Joshua and to Israel are applicable to us. God said, "This Book of the Law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein!" 

When the Christian opens his Bible to read, what is his objective? When a Christian sits down to memorize a passage of Scripture, what is his purpose? Is he studying it in order to know it, or to observe it? Does he read the Bible that He may do all according to all that it commands and inculcates, or does he do just that which is convenient to him, and which may please his flesh? 

So far as we see it, we must take the whole Bible as our guide, as well as our faith. It is not understanding the Bible which proves a blessing; it is keeping it. Christ said, "If ye love Me, keep My Commandments." The Lord made our keeping of His Word the proof of our love. Man looks on the outward appearance, but God looks on the heart. 

Unto the Church at Ephesus, the Lord said, "I know thy works, and thy labour." God knew something else: "Thou hast left thy first love." 

We must have a Christianity that is more than skin deep. It is with the heart that man believeth unto righteousness. 
Let us once more come back to the question "How long halt ye between two opinions?" Examine your own heart today, and in all sincerity seek to discover whether you have Christ, or a form of godliness? whether you are hearing the Word, but not living it? whether you have piety or pretense? From this hour on, whatever else may be said of us, let us not be counterfeits. Let us be true. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Here is a little girl who both heard and did. 

A very little girl attended a meeting, and heard about "the best robe." When she went home she said to her father, a policeman, "Father, have you got on the best robe?" He replied, "What do you mean, child?" "Father, have you got on the robe of salvation?" The father looked very perplexed, and, turning to his wife, said, "What does the child mean?" The child said, "The preacher told us that Jesus Christ had made a garment for us, and that God gives it to every one who asks for it; and he told us that if any of us wanted it, to hold up our hands, and I held up ray hand, and now I have got it on." "How do you know that, child?" "Why," she said, "of course I know. Jesus said so. He told us that He would give it to us. I asked Him, so; I have on the best robe." That night, before she went to bed, she said to her mother, "Have I been naughty today?" "No, my child; you have been very good." "Mother, I did one naughty thing I slapped Polly (her sister), and when I did that I made an ugly spot on my best robe; but the preacher told us that if we got any stains on our best robe, we were to ask Jesus to wash them away; so I knelt down and said, 'Please, Jesus, wash my best robe, and make it clean again.'" The Christian Herald. 

Verses 28-33
The Judgments of God 
Ezekiel 33:1-13 , Ezekiel 33:28-33 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
It may not be pleasant, but it is necessary to warn the saint and the sinner against coming judgments. 

1. We need to warn the church against her coming judgments. Even now we can see the gathering of the storm. The church has grown so worldly, so self-centered, so self-reliant; the church, in many places, has gone so far from the faith, denying the very Lord God who bought them, denying everything that is vital to the Gospel she was commanded to preach. 

The church has too often turned aside to a social gospel which is not the Gospel. She has mingled herself among men, even the men of the world, and joined hands with them in seeking to direct the conduct of nations and of communities. 

Think you that the church can go on much longer without being judged and punished for her unrighteousness? 

2. We need to warn the world of coming judgments. The world is rushing headlong away from God. It is becoming more and more "As it was in the days of Noah"; and "as it was in the days of Lot." 

The wicked are doing wickedly. Sin is holding sway. 

Is not God preparing to send forth His judgments against the wicked? Do not the signs of the times show that the earth is ripening for judgment, and that judgments are hovering near? It is only the prophet who is blind to the prophetic Scriptures on the one hand, and to the daily course of events, on the other hand, who fails to see that history is rapidly running into the mold of Divine prophecy, and that soon the day of tribulation in which God shall judge the earth will come. 

What then? Shall we fail to warn the wicked? Nay. Every true minister of Jesus Christ will cry aloud and spare not. Remember the words in Ezekiel: if we fail to warn the wicked, God will require their lives at our hands. 

We must arise and sound the alarm. We must give the cry, "'Repent, repent, repent," or destruction shall fall. 

God grant that we may not be reckoned among the false prophets and prophesy peace, when there is no peace; who call darkness light, and light darkness; who say of judgment, It shall not be; and of wrath, It slumbereth. 

I. AN ILLUSTRATION (Ezekiel 33:1-3 ) 
1. The illustration. God looks out among men to find a simple illustration of His dealings with others. He describes a people against whom He is about to bring the sword. The nation, seeing impending danger, takes a man of their coasts and sets him for a watchman. Then, the Spirit says, "If when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the people; then whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword come, and take him away, his blood shall be upon his own head." 

The reason for this judgment is that he heard the sound of the trumpet and took not warning. 

2. The application. The warnings of God are heard everywhere today. They are heard from the pulpit; they are heard in nature; they are heard in daily events, and all of them are saying: "There is danger ahead." 

How many there are who have been warned by sickness. They were brought low; they looked the death angel square in the face; they felt their time had come; they knew that they were warned of God; then they prayed for help, and promised God that if He would spare them, they would live for Him. God did spare them; however, they went right on in their evil ways. Their blood shall be required at their own hand. 

Here is another man. He is warned by some great physical disaster, a whirlwind sweeps down upon him; a terrific storm overawes him the lightnings flash, and the thunders roar; the winds howl. Then he cries unto the Lord, and God sendeth a great calm. Immediately he goes on in his evil way forgetful of his warning. God will require his blood at his own hand. 

Here is still another man. This one is making money; he is living in ease with every comfort about him, and then, suddenly, a great financial crisis comes. His all is swept from him. This man is fully awake to the sense of his own loss, and he sees the ultimate sweeping away of everything from him, and he hears the call of God to repent and to lay up treasures where moth and rust do not corrupt. However, he refuses to hear and goes on his maddened way, seeking to reclaim his lost fortune, and to establish himself among his fellow men. 

This man shall have his blood upon his own head. 

II. THE WATCHMAN WHO WARNS NOT THE PEOPLE (Ezekiel 33:6-8 ) 
1. God's watchmen are set to warn His people. Every minister of the Gospel is a watchman. To him God has given a message of warning which is many-sided, and very vital to the safety of the people. 

The Old Testament Prophets were watchmen. They were called to give God's warning messages to the people concerning their own sins, and God's judgments which were about to fall upon the people. 

2. Many of God's watchmen refuse to warn of coming dangers. This is where Isaiah 56:1-12 comes in. Isaiah 56:10 says: "His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber." 

There were many men similar to these among the Prophets. They told the people only the good things, the smooth things, when God prophesied disaster. They told the people all was well, and there was no danger ahead, when God had told them that the storms of His judgments were about to break. 

There are many men standing in the pulpits today who simply refuse to give God's warnings. God tells us there shall be wars and rumors of wars. They stand in their pulpits and preach peace, peace, when there is no peace. They ruthlessly shut their eyes to actual facts as well as to the plain statements of God. God tells them to warn the people concerning the encroachment of worldliness and iniquity upon the church. They refuse and they preach "the contagion of good," and present only an ethical conception of the Gospel. They never tell them the wages of sin is death, and that the wicked shall be cast into hell with all nations that forget God. 

So far as the coming of the antichrist is concerned, they never mention it with one word of warning. Little does it matter to them that God, in His Word, has prophesied the advent of the man of sin, and the rule and the reign of the antichrist. Little does it matter to them that everything in world events shows that the world is hastening on toward the rule of one man. They say nothing about it. God will require the blood of His people at their hands. 

God says, "Thou shalt hear the word at My mouth, and warn them from Me." When, therefore, they refuse to warn the wicked of his way, and they refuse to tell others of the judgments about to fall, God says: "His blood will I require at thine hand." "Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; * * thou hast delivered thy soul." 

III. GOD'S DESIRE IS TO SAVE AND NOT TO DESTROY (Ezekiel 33:10-11 ) 
1. A complaint. Israel was saying, "If our transgressions and our sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how should we then live?" 

There are many today who are decrying God for His judgments. Yet, they go right on in their sins. They want God to reserve His wrath, yet, they will not turn from their unrighteousness. They condemn God, but not themselves. They would make God a holy God, who does not demand holiness; a righteous God, who does not enforce righteousness. Their idea of God would be a God of love, who is foreign to judgment; a God of mercy, who knows nothing of wrath. 

2. A vindication. The Lord's reply is in Ezekiel 33:11 . He says: "As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked." Some one will answer: "If God hath no pleasure in the death of the wicked, then why does He say: 'The wages of sin is death'?" If He does not want the wicked to die, why does He slay them? In reply to such weak insinuation, the Lord says to the wicked, "I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live." 

God is saying that righteousness will bring life, even as wickedness brings death. In all of this He throws the death of the wicked upon themselves. The responsibility is theirs, not His. They die because they walk the ways of death, God cannot justify the ungodly. Therefore He is helpless to save the wicked in their wickedness. 

3. A plaintive cry. Could any words be more filled with the yearnings of His heart than these which fell from the lips of the Almighty: "Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O House of Israel?" 

God is described here as pleading, calling, crying unto men to repent. He seems to be saying just what Christ afterwards said! "How often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!" In this verse, 11, and in these words, "Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die?" God is saying, I would save you, I want to, I am willing, I am ready, but ye must turn; ye must repent or else I cannot. Here it is: "I would, ye would not, I could not." 

IV. THE JUSTNESS OF GOD'S DEALINGS (Ezekiel 33:12-14 ) 
1. The wicked man will die for his wickedness, and the righteous man shall live for his righteousness. The question before us is not the question of eternal life. We are not in the realm of salvation whatsoever. We are walking in the realm of judgments, and of rewards. God has been telling Israel, through Ezekiel, many things concerning His judgments. He tells why the people of Tyre perished. He tells why desolation fell upon Egypt. He shows, withal, His own lamentations for both Tyre and Egypt. He did not want either the one or the other to fall; but they repented not, they refused to turn from their evil ways, and they had to fall. Thus the wicked were overwhelmed because of their wickedness, and they died in their sins. 

This is not at all difficult to understand, neither is it difficult to understand that the righteous will live for his righteousness. This is always true. If sin brings judgment unto condemnation, righteousness brings favor, and blessing, and happiness. 

2. The righteous, if he sins, will die for his wickedness; while the wicked, if he repents, will live for his newfound righteousness. There are many illustrations of this in the Word of God. Under the first, "The wicked will live when they turn from their wickedness," we consider Nineveh. God sent Jonah to Nineveh to warn the people. Jonah was commanded to cry, saying, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown." Jonah refused, at first, to warn the Ninevites because, as he afterwards said, he knew that if the Ninevites repented and turned from every evil way, God was a gracious God, and merciful, and slow to anger, and of great kindness, and God would repent Himself of doing evil against the Ninevites. This is exactly what God did do. When the Ninevites put on sackcloth and ashes and turned from their sins, God could not remain the same God of honor, and true in His judgments, and still slay them. Thus, when the wicked turn from their unrighteousness, they shall live, and not be punished. 

On the other hand, if the righteous turn from their righteousness, they shall surely die. The Children of Israel are a plain example of this. When they were righteous, they were blessed; when, however, they turned from their righteousness, and became sinful, the wrath of God was upon them and they were slain with His great sword. 

V. JUDGING THE LORD UNJUSTLY (Ezekiel 33:17 ) 
1. "Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?" These are the words of Abraham as he pleaded with the Lord to spare Sodom. Abraham well knew the wickedness of Sodom. He made no plea whatsoever that God should spare the city on the basis of its own righteousness. He approached God from another viewpoint. He said: "Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt Thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein?" 

Abraham went so far as to say unto God, "That be far from Thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from Thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" God did not condemn Abraham for the basis of his plea, because that is the basis upon which God judges. The Lord quickly replied: "If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes." 

In the Book of Ezekiel, God is vindicating His judgments on the same basis, "If the wicked restore * * that he had robbed, walk in the Statutes of life, without committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die." 

2. Ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. This was the charge of the Children of Israel against God. They wanted Him to spare them because they were known as the righteous nation, even though they had turned from their righteousness. God said, "Nay." "When the righteous turneth from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, he shall even die thereby." Then God adds: "Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. O ye House of Israel, I will judge you every one after his ways." 

VI. SOME SOLEMN APPLICATIONS (Ezekiel 33:25 ; Ezekiel 33:29-30 ) 
1. God's application of His message upon the Children of Israel. God is vindicating Himself in His judgments against Israel. Until this day, the Children of Israel, who were once a people, are scattered abroad among the nations of the earth as "not a people." They even, themselves, deny the Lord Jesus altogether. 

We remember reading of the time when God chose His people. We remember how they loved Him, and followed Him in the way. How great was God's blessing's upon them! How tenderly did He care for them! He loved them as a Father loveth his child. 

We remember also how Israel sinned, and how God sent forth His Prophets to warn her. Yet, they repented not, nor turned from their evil ways. The result was that they were defeated in battle; they were driven from their own land, and unto this hour, they are under the judgments of God. 

All of this, however, does not mean that God hath cast off His people forever, for He shall yet say unto the North, Give up, and to the south, hold not back. Behold a nation shall yet be born in a day, and God shall yet redeem His chosen nation. 

2. God's application of His message to the Church. In the Book of Romans, chapter 11, we read: "Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in His goodness : otherwise thou also shalt be cut off." 

If God spared not Israel when she sinned, neither will He spare and neither does He spare His Church, when she sins. In Revelation 3:1-22 , we have the picture of the Laodicean Church. She is a worldly Church which has departed from her Lord, and the Lord Himself is standing outside the Church saying: "Because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of My mouth." The basis of God's judgments, in every age, are the same; and the basis of judgment against both the righteous and the wicked are the same. 

Let no man think because he is a Christian that he will escape the chastening of God if he sins. Not that alone, but we read of certain saints, "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep." Sin may not only cause chastening in life, but it may bring the chastening of physical death; it certainly will bring sorrow at the judgment seat of Christ. 

VII. THE UNEQUALITY OF ISRAEL (Ezekiel 33:31-33 ) 
We now come to what is called, in the last words of Ezekiel 33:30 , "The Word that cometh forth from the Lord." Israel had accused God of a biased judgment. God is now, in plain words, going to show to His people the perfidy of their own hearts. 

1. A vain profession. Here is God's first statement: "They come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as My people, * * with their mouth they shew much love * *. Thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument: for they hear thy words." 

All of the expressions above were true concerning Israel as they were approached by God's Prophet Ezekiel. They went through every formality and expression of loyalty to God. They outwardly appeared to be righteous. 

2. The true state of affairs. Now we will take the whole of God's statement: "They hear thy words, but they will not do them." "They shew much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness." " Thou art unto them as a very lovely song," etc.: "for they hear thy words, but they do them not." 
We begin, now, to understand why it was that they complained against God's judgments, for, even in the days of their apostasy they carried with them a form of godliness, but denied the power thereof. 

In the days of our Lord, He still acknowledged their outward piety. He said that they paid tithes of mint, anise, and cummin. He spoke of the works which they did. He described them as making long prayers; concerning the Law, they would argue even to the details of straining at a gnat. Ceremonially, they made clean the outside of their cups and platters. Before men they appeared righteous. They builded the tombs of the Prophets, and garnished the sepulchers of the righteous. Thus, they appeared outwardly, and thus they still appeared to us when we recently visited Jerusalem. Here, however, is described their true spiritual condition, even as our Lord told it forth. 

"All their works they do to be seen of men." 

"They love the uppermost rooms at feasts." 

"They shut up the Kingdom of Heaven against men." 

"They devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make a long prayer." 

"They compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and make him twofold more the child of hell." 

"They omit the weightier matters of the Law." 

"They swallow a camel." 

"Within they are full of extortion and excess." 

"Within they are full of dead men's bones and of all uncleanness." 

"They are serpents a generation of vipers." 

"They kill and crucify, scourge and persecute." 

Do you wonder that God judged them? 

With the nominal church we have a story quite as sad. In many places, very many, they have a form of godliness. They do many things just as outwardly religious, as did the religious Jews. Nevertheless, here is God's description of these very church people who have a form of godliness and deny the power. 

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-15
A Prophecy against the Shepherds 
Ezekiel 34:1-15 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We have a pleasant task before us. We have been asked to present Christ as the Good and Great and Chief Shepherd of the sheep, as over against the false shepherds. 

1. Christ the Shepherd. This is the message of Psalms 23:1-6 . With it we are familiar: "The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want." How delightfully the Psalm opens. Thank God that this is a personal matter. Each of us can say, my Shepherd. 

Next we have some blessed conclusions: 

(1) "I shall not want." How can we want with such a Shepherd to lead us? 

(2) "He maketh me to lie down." Here is perfect rest, in the place of plenty; for we lie down in green pastures food everywhere. 

(3) "He leadeth me beside the still waters." He giveth rest and quietness. "Come unto Me, * * and I will give you rest." 

(4) "He restoreth my soul." Here is the story of restoration when sick, or wounded by the way. 

(5) "He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness." How precious are these words. No ways of wickedness are His; no paths of sinful pleasures. 

(6) "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death." Sometimes, even the paths of righteousness may lead through sorrows and sighings. He, Himself, had His Via Dolorosa, and so may we. However, we need fear no evil, for He is with us. 

(7) "Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me." Here is the needed supply of aid and assistance. We are not journeying unpanoplied for the way. 

(8) "Thou preparest a table before me." He gives us more than green pastures He also furnishes us with a table of good things, and does it in the presence of our enemies. The foe cannot prevail against us, for in their very presence we sit down to eat. 

(9) "Thou anointest my head with oil." Here the gift of the Spirit is emphasized. He would not have us to travel alone. He sends the Paraclete to walk at our side. This Paraclete gives us His love, joy, and peace. 

(10) "My cup runneth over." Now we have the suggestion of those extra things, the blessings we cannot retain. The excesses of grace, the grace more abundant; the exceeding abundantly more than we can ask or think. 

(11) "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me." In these words we discover the delightful shepherd dogs which bring up the rear. With Christ the Shepherd going before, with the Holy Spirit going by our side, and with the faithful dog's at the rear, we are well protected for our journey. Best of all, these dogs are with us always, "all the days of our life." They never leave us nor forsake us. 

(12) "And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever." This brings us to the great climax the Heavenly Home, with the many mansions all prepared for habitation. 

2. Christ the Good Shepherd. This is found in John 10:1-42 . He is the Good Shepherd, because He giveth His life for the sheep. It is for this cause that the Father loves Him with a new love; and for this cause we also love Him. 

3. Christ the Great Shepherd. He is our great Shepherd because he brings us up through the valley of the shadow of death in the resurrection glory of His risen life. Even death cannot prevail over His own. 

4. Christ the Chief Shepherd. This expression carries us past the resurrection of our bodies, and up into the air when He comes again for His sheep. 

Such is the Scriptural story of the "Lord our Shepherd" epitomized. We praise God for such a Shepherd, and we praise Him that we are among the sheep of His pasture. 

I. WOE TO THE SHEPHERDS OF ISRAEL (Ezekiel 34:2 ) 
1. The duties of shepherdhood. The shepherd is given charge of the sheep that he may feed the flock. This is the command of the Lord in Peter's Epistle. "Feed the flock of God which is among you." 

When the Lord Jesus Christ, that Good Shepherd, was among men, He went about doing good and healing all who were sick, etc. He lived for the good of others sought out their needs, and supplied them. 

2. The shepherds of Israel fed themselves. Here is God's charge against them in our key verse. "Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?" 

Now we can comprehend the words in the Epistle of Peter, "Feed the flock of God * * taking the oversight thereof * * not for filthy lucre." 

The shepherd's question should never be, What can we get? but, What can we give? The true shepherd is not an hireling, serving at so much per day; he is the lover of his sheep. 

Isaiah gives a sad and pathetic picture of the shepherd dogs, who are supposed to watch the sheep with sleepless eyes. He says in the Spirit, "His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, * * sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter." 

God pity the shepherds who are always saying, "Come ye * * I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant." 

II. A SAD CONTRAST (Ezekiel 34:3-4 ) 
1. The first statement. "Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock." 

We look deep into our own heart. Have we ever been such an one as is herein set forth? Have we done as these shepherds of Israel did? 

May God help us to remember the words spoken of the Spirit in Malachi: "Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire on Mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of Hosts." 

2. The second statement. "The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost." 

Such charges against the shepherds of Israel are also sadly true of many church shepherds at home and abroad. 

The saints at home give their money, oftentimes money of real sacrifice, to send forth the shepherds; and then the shepherds pamper their flesh, and fail to do half the work, or even a third of the work, for their flock that the ones who support them do for their earthly masters. 

God pity the shepherds who are guilty of such neglect. 

III. THE SHEPHERDS RULING BY FORCE (Ezekiel 34:4 , l.c.) 
1. Sheep should be called by love. Christ said, "My sheep hear My voice, and * * they follow Me," and "a stranger will they not follow." He also said, "I am the Good Shepherd: the Good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep." 

The picture of the Lord Jesus as a Shepherd is that of Him holding the lambs in His bosom. He goes after the sheep which is lost, and bringeth it back upon His shoulders. In the first picture we have the story of His arms, the place of His love; in the second, of His shoulders, the place of His strength. 

2. The shepherds of Israel were different. Here is our Scripture: "But with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them." 

When the Lord spoke of the Scribes and Pharisees of His day, He said, "They bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers." 

In First Peter we read, "Feed the flock * * not by constraint * * neither as being lords over. God's heritage." 

Some delight to have authority invested in them, and they like to exert that authority arbitrarily. They seem to assume some headship and rulership which God never gave them. 

How different was the spirit of the Apostle Paul. When Paul wrote to the Philippians, he said: "My brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown." When he wrote to the Thessalonians, he said: "We were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children: so being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the Gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us." That is the true attitude of a shepherd toward his sheep. 

God grant that every one of us may forever cease to exert the spirit of lordship which Christ so thoroughly condemns. We have but one Master, and He tells us that His yoke is easy and His burden is light. 

IV. THE RESULTS OF HIRELING SHEPHERDS (Ezekiel 34:5-6 ) 
1. Christ held the shepherds responsible for the scattering of His sheep. We see Israel today scattered among the nations as corn is scattered in a sieve, all because there was no shepherd to love them, to care for them, and to lead them in the way. 

God always holds the shepherd responsible for the flock. Take the letters to the Seven Churches of Asia, and in each instance God addresses the angel of the Church. The angels are His messengers, commonly known as pastors. We are looking at them today under the name of shepherds. 

To each of the seven Churches the cursings and the blessings against the Church are addressed to the messenger of the Church, because the messenger is responsible before God for his members. 

If a church is worldly the shepherd is to blame for it all. One cannot shift his responsibility. The truth is that the average pastor has but little concern as to his flock. 

2. The sheep became meat to all the beasts of the field. This is a terrific charge. The shepherds were so interested in themselves, in eating the fat, and clothing themselves with the wool, that they allowed the sheep to be scattered. When they were scattered from the fold, the wild beasts devoured them. As we see it, the laxity of the pulpit in putting up bars to safeguard the sheep and to keep them within the fold, has allowed them to become the prey of many and varied beasts which lie in wait to destroy. Satan himself is a lion going about. 

3. Being scattered there were none to search for them or to seek after them. Preachers, deacons, and all the rest of them Sunday School superintendents, and Sunday School teachers, for the most part let the scattering sheep go on their way unsought for. 

"Have you sought for the sheep that wandered 

Far away on the dark mountains cold? 

Have you gone like the tender Shepherd 

And brought them again to the fold?" 

V. GOD SPEAKS PLAIN WORDS TO UNFAITHFUL SHEPHERDS (Ezekiel 34:7-10 ) 
1. A call to hear. "Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the Word of the Lord." The difficulty lies in the fact that many of the idle shepherds do not care for the Word of the Lord. Their ears are closed to everything which He has to tell them. 

We remember reading of when Micaiah spake unto Ahab and Jehoshaphat warning them of God's judgment, if they went forth to battle; then Zedekiah came near and smote Micaiah upon the cheek, and said: Which way went the Spirit of the Lord from me to speak unto thee?" Zedekiah utterly refused to listen to the voice of God. 

Thus God said: "As I live, saith the Lord God, surely because My flock became a prey, and My flock became meat to every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did My shepherds search for My flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not My flock; therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the Word of the Lord; Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against the shepherds." 

2. God holds the shepherds responsible for the sheep. When the shepherds refused the voice of God, and they fed not the flock, neither searched them out, then God said: "I will require My flock at their hand * *, neither shall the shepherds feed themselves anymore; for I will deliver My flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them." 

This is not the only place in the Bible that God takes His stand against the false shepherds. Listen to the word in Jeremiah 23:1-40 : "I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness." 

God goes on to say: "Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord." These prophets were telling the people that they should have peace, and that no evil should come upon them. They were speaking, however, and the Lord had not sent them. 

Let me quote Jeremiah 23:21 : "I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied." 

We fear that there are many false shepherds and false prophets among us today, and God is still speaking against those who are prophesying dreams from their own heads, and are not preaching the preaching which He bids them. 

VI. CHRIST HIMSELF WILL BECOME SHEPHERD TO HIS SHEEP (Ezekiel 34:11-15 ) 
1. The Lord says: "I, even I, will both search My sheep, and seek them out." We now have in prospect the day of Israel's deliverance. The false shepherds have failed Him. He Himself will go forth in that day, in the day of His Return, and will "deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day." 

Where are the priests of Israel today? They are standing still in their synagogues, and reading from the Word of God, but they are speaking their own thoughts. They have no light in them. They have no message of deliverance. It is indeed a cloudy and a dark day. Even now, methinks, we can hear the Lord, as He says: "I will seek out My sheep." 

2. The Lord says: "I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the country." What a wonderful day it will be when the Lord Jesus sets Himself, the second time, to bring the Children of Israel to their own land, that He may feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country! 

In that day, it will no longer be said: "The Lord that brought the Children of Israel out of Egypt," but "The Lord that brought them out from all nations whither they have gone." 

3. The Lord says: "I will feed them in a good pasture." This is the time when Psalms 23:1-6 will be fulfilled. The Lord will indeed cause them to lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel. He says: "I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord God." "I will feed My flock." 

VII. A WONDERFUL FUTURE FOR THE FLOCK (Ezekiel 34:22-31 ) 
There are so many wonderful things in the final verses of our study that we will have to pick out only a few of the statements. 

1. David shall shepherd the sheep (Ezekiel 34:23-24 ). There are some who may teach that the David here refers to Christ, and it may. But for our part we believe that David, himself, will reign with Christ as a Prince over Israel. Jesus Christ Himself will be King of kings and Lord of lords; but David will be the Lord's prince and Israel's shepherd. 

How fitting for the one who wrote, "The Lord is my Shepherd" to be, himself, a shepherd. How fitting that he who once tended the sheep of his father Jesse, shall tend the greater flock of the Lord. 

2. The Lord will make a covenant of peace. That covenant will mean that the evil beasts which have devoured Israel in the past shall cease out of the land; and that His people will dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. In that day the places round about His Hill will be a blessing. The tree will yield her fruit, and the earth her increase. 

3. Israel will know the Lord. She who has rejected Him through the centuries will know Him when He shall have broken the bands of her yoke and delivered the people out of the hand of those that rule them. In that day, Israel shall no longer be a prey to the nations but they shall dwell safely and none shall make them afraid. They shall no more be consumed with hunger in the land, neither bear the shame of the nations any more. 

The last two verses of Ezekiel 34:1-31 give a beautiful closing: "Thus shall they know that I the Lord their God am with them, and that they, even the House of Israel, are My people, said the Lord God. And ye My flock, the flock of My pasture, are men, and I am your God, saith the Lord God." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
We need to keep our lives centric in Christ, the Good, the Great, the Chief Shepherd. Then shall we as undershepherds prove worthy of His Name and of His cause, which we represent. 

Most people go forward in life, but they do not go upward. Life with most is horizontal. There is plenty of ambition, but little aspiration; plenty of "go." but it is rarely a going upon the knees. "Forward on your knees," is a phrase which rarely enters into the thoughts of the multitude. And yet it is life lived in the spirit of prayer that is moving vertically and going up in its movement. 

Men do not care for it to be thought that they are praying men. They have a hatred of being labeled singular or eccentric. But what is the ground of such fear? Do you know what "eccentric" means? The dictionary says: "Not having the same center as another." That is all. But that is everything. The Christian man moves with a motion which is not from the man himself. And if a man moves at the impulse of Christ, it is clear that there can be nothing fixed and stereotyped in such a life. 

You cannot tell what Christ will do next with any man. And the church would be the wonder of the world were it Spirit-filled. The world would be all agog for our next effort, our next work. Christ in a man always makes a man different in some way from other men. It is bound to be so; it is the introduction into this world of the life of another and sweeter world. 
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